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Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Mrs.  Hogg  and  Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  the  continued  restrictions  on  paper  annual  reports  of 
medical  officers  have  to  be  cut  down  to  a minimum,  only  essential 
statistics  being  included. 

The  present  report,  therefore,  is  a mere  outline  of  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  Health  Department  during  1941. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  G.  GLASS. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area — 1,720  statute  acres  (approx.) 

Population — Estimated  1941—9,831. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total  Males 

Births:  Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  151  76 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  6 3 

Birth-rate  per  1000  population,  15-9. 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 5 

Rate  per  1000  total  births,  42.6 

Total  Males 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135  75 

Death  rate  per  1000  population,  13-7. 


Females 

75 

3 

2 

Females 

60 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth — Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  13  6 7 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate— 82-8  per  1000  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Causes  of  Death  in  1941. 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Syphilitic  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Non-respiratory  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diabetes...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth  ...  ...  7 

Paratyphoid  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  traffic  accident  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Total 135 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — Alexander  G.  Glass,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector — F.  Brook,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerks — T.  Shaw  (part  time)  ; Miss  B.  Wolstencroft  (part  time). 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — No  change. 

Mid  wives. — No  change. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Swabs  are  now  done  at  Astley  Sanatorium  (Leigh  Joint  Hospital 
Board). 

Examination  of  sputum  by  Lancashire  Tuberculosis  Committee. 
Milk  samples  analysed  at  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester 

Hospitals  available  for  the  Area. — No  change. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. — No  change. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — No  change. 

Water  Supply. — No  change. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  is  a list  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year  1941  : — 


Disease.  No. 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cases  removed  to  hospital  from  the  district  : — 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis — Cases  notified  : — 

Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Non-respiratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


The  treatment  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

31  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  against  an  average  of  28  for 
the  previous  three  years.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

11  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  against  an  average  of  19 
for  the  previous  three  years.  There  were  2 deaths. 

Pathological  Specimens  examined  during  1941. 

Nature  of  Specimen  Number  Result  Positive 

Throat  Swabs  (for  diphtheria)  ...  19  3 

Typhoid  1 Doubtful 


7 


Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were 
fully  protected  during  the  year  : — 


nder 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-6 

6-7 

7-8 

8-9 

9-10 

10-11 

11-12 

12-13 

13-14 

Over 

Total 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

14 

4 

34 

26 

16 

25 

28 

16 

20 

40 

30 

32 

25 

33 

20 

5 

354 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

Antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  Council  free  of  charge  for  patients 
residing  within  the  district.  A supply  is  always  available  for  medical 
practitioners,  and  is  supplied  in  phials  of  8,000  and  10,000  units  and  of 
1,000  units,  the  two  former  for  curative  and  the  latter  for  prophylactic 
purposes. 

Antitoxin  to  the  amount  of  58,000  units  was  issued  to  medical 
men  during  1941. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


NOTICES. 

Thirt3^-seven  preliminary  notices  and  seven  statutory  notices  were 
served  during  the  year. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  SCAVENGING. 


Statement  showing  number  of  receptacles  emptied  during  the 


year. 

Privy  middens 
Dry  ashpits  . . . 
Ashbins 
Pails  ... 

Total  loads  removed 


98 

7 

156,781 
. 767 

. 1.631 


The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Pilkington 
Road  Tip. 

This  method  of  tipping  continues  to  be  most  satisfactory. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows  : — 

Fresh  water  closets  ... 

Waste  water  closets  . . . 

Dry  ashpits  ... 

Ashbins 

Pails  (including  12  at  R.A.F.  Balloon 

Barrage  Sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Privy  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 


3,307 

115 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Drainage  is  partly  on  the  combined  and  partly  on  the  separate 
system.  The  following  summary  shows  how  the  sewage  is  dealt 
with  : — 


Sewage  Works. 

Clammerclough  . . . 

...  Detritus 
colating 
tanks. 

Main  Outfall, 

Kearsley  Green 

. . . Detritus 
colating 
tanks. 

Ringley  

. . . Detritus 
colating 
tanks. 

Prestolee  ... 

. . . Detritus 

and  stor 

Method  of  Treatment. 

tanks,  precipitation  tanks,  per- 
hlters,  humus  tanks  and  storm 

tanks,  precipitation  tanks,  per- 
filters,  humus  tanks  and  storm 

tanks,  precipitation  tanks,  per- 
filter,  humus  tanks  and  storm 

tanks,  aeration  tanks,  humus  tank 
m tanks. 


At  Horridge  Brook  and  Unity  Brook  the  sewage  is  lifted  by 
automatic  electric  ejectors  into  sewers  connected  with  the  Main  Outfall 
Works. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  on  53  occasions, 
and  their  condition  was  very  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  eight  samples  of  milk  were  procured  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  tubercle 
bacilli  examination.  The  result  of  the  examination  showed  that  each 
sample  was  negative.  The  eight  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  bacteriological  tests  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  Accredited 
Milk.  Each  sample  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test  and  the  test 
for  coliform  bacillus. 
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MEAT. 

Four  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses. 

Total  number  of  carcases  examined — 4. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts. 

FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

Thirty-two  visits  were  paid  to  factories  and  workplaces  and  40 
visits  to  bakehouses. 

The  condition  of  the  premises  was  satisfactory. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Five  houses  and  N.F.S.  premises  at  a school  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs.  In  four  cases  the  nuisance  was  abated  by 
the  Council  supplying  insecticide,  but  it  was  necessary  to  use  hydrogen 
cyanide  in  two  cases,  and  this  work  was  carried  out  by  Contractors. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  SANITARY 

DEPARTMENT. 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1941. 


Visits  to  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  Property  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

,,  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  53 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  Architects,  etc.  ...  ...  46 

Inspections  of  Drains,  etc.,  and  Works  in  progress  ...  ...  30 

General  Visits — no  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  583 
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I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
FRED  BROOK, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


